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Georpe Adds Snap
To Suburban Life

Life with George was not the
easy task we expected when he ,
arrived in a gift box for my son
Anthony.

We wanted to treat him like one
of the family, but, being a Spec-
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crocodilians often passed off as |

North American alligators by Flor- \ ¢
ida vendors. My children soon
learned that George wWas “home-
sick.” They tried to cure him with
tender loving care (below).
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APPROACHING ABJECTION

JULIA KRISTEVA

No Beast is there without glimmer of infinity,

No eye so vile nor abject that brushes not

Against lightning from on high, now tender, now fierce.
Victor Hugo, La Legende des siecles

NEITHER SUBJECT NOR OBJECT

There looms, within abjection, one of those violent, dark re-
volts of being, directed against a threat that seems to emanate
from an exorbitant outside or inside, ejected beyond the scope
of the possible, the tolerable, the thinkable. It lies there, quite
close, but it cannot be assimilated. It beseeches, worries, and
fascinates desire, which, nevertheless, does not let itself be se-
duced. Apprehensive, desire turns aside; sickened, it rejects. A
certainty protects it from the shameful—a certainty of which

it is proud holds on to it. But simultaneously, just the same,
that impetus, that spasm, that leap is drawn toward an elsewhere
as tempting as it is condemned. Unflaggingly. like an inescap-
able boomerang, a vortex of summons and repulsion places the
one haunted by it literally beside himself.

When I am beset by abjection, the twisted braid of affects
and thoughts I call by such a name does not have, properly
speaking, a definable object. The abject is not an ob-ject facing
me, which I name or imagine. Nor is it an ob-jest, an otherness
ceaselessly fleeing in a systematic quest of desire. What is abject
is not my correlative, which, providing me with someone or
something else as support, would allow me to be more or less
detached and autonomous. The abject has only one quality of
the object—that of being opposed to I. If the object, however,
through its opposition, settles me within the fragile texture of
a desire for meaning, which, as a matter of fact, makes me
ceaselessly and infinitely homologous to it, what is abject, on
the contrary, the jettisoned object, is radically excluded and
draws me toward the place where meaning collapses. A certain
"ego" that merged with its master, a superego, has flatly driven
it away. It lies outside, beyond the set, and does not seem to
agree to the latter’s rules of the game. And yet, from its place
of banishment, the abject does not cease challenging its master.
Without a sign (for him), it beseeches a discharge, a convulsion,
a crying out. To each ego its object, to each superego its abject.
It is not the white expanse or slack boredom of repression, not
the translations and transformations of desire that wrench bod-
ies, nights, and discourse; rather it is a brutish suffering that,
"I" puts up with, sublime and devastated, for "I'" deposits it
to the father's account [verse au pere—pere-uersion]: 1 endure
it, for I imagine that such is the desire of the other. A massive
and sudden emergence of uncanniness, which, familiar as it
might have been in an opaque and forgotten life, now harries
me as radically separate, loathsome. Not me. Not that. But not
nothing, either. A "something" that I do not recognize as a
thing. A weight of meaninglessness, about which there is noth-
ing insignificant, and which crushes me. On the edge of non-
existence and hallucination, of a reality that, if I acknowledge
it, annihilates me. There, abject and abjection are my safe-
guards. The primers of my culture.
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This drawing comes from
the first stage of
exploring the beetle
through disgust and
fragmentation. the
landscape is not treated
as a whole scenic
image. but as a broken
field of openings. soft
edges. and decay.
places where moisture.
rot., and instability
begin to surface. It ho
Ilds recoil and
fascination at once.
vsing fragmentation to
test how unsettling
conditions reshape the
way nature is seen.
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This drawing comes from
an early stage of
exploring how disgust and
abjection can conceal
beauty. the burying beetle
is surrounded by death
and decay., but the
drawing stays with the
maternal care inside that
space- the work of

B g c“::l preparing. protecting., and
Ry sustaining new life. it
studies the tension and
contradiction between
beauty and disgust:
something read as abject
and repulsive can also be
deeply natural and tender.
something labeled
disgusting can still hold
one of the most direct and
elemental forms of nature-
a mother caring for her
young.
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This drawing emerged when
the discovery of maternal
egg-eating under extreme
heat made care feel more
unstable and difficult. it
explores how rising
temperatures in the
anthropocene are reshaping
the beetle’'s patterns, as
the mother eats her young
when conditions are too hot
for them to survive. the
drawing also suggests how
that change begins at the
beetle and starts to ripple
outward through the larger
ecosystem tied to its role.
it stays with that
contradiction: an act that
reads as violent and
‘unbearable., but is still tied
to protection., survival., and
the limits of an environment
humans are changing. it
holds care and loss
together.
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151 FISH CREEK GRADE, “APACH

into sharp focus, the best view of the moon was
through the eye of an earthbound telescope.
Two confident astronauts (below), who may one
day land on the moon, study moonlike terrain
near Cimarron, New Mexico.
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Eager young hands cradle a
salamander found beneath a
rock. The little amphibian was
| studied, then released to re-
| turn to its moist lair.
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