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WATERMARK 
RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY 
HACIENDA AT THE RIVER
The Hacienda at the River is a senior living 
community located in Tucson near the Catalina 
Foothills. The campus sits on about 7.5 acres along 
the Rillito River and features Spanish Revival 
architecture with courtyards, gardens, and outdoor 
paths. The community offers Independent Living, 
Assisted Living, Memory Care, and Short-Term 
Stays along with wellness programs, dining 
services, and daily support. Its location provides 
easy access to nearby shopping, dining, and 
medical centers, including St. Philip’s Plaza, La 
Encantada, and major hospitals in the area.
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RE-IMAGINED THERAPUETIC GARDEN

THE 
ACTIVITY 
ZONE 

PLANTING PALETTEDEMO PLAN

Context

Enhance Safety

Engage the Five

Activate 

 & Accessibilty

Senses

Both Physical 
& Cognitive 
Abilities

Garden Goals

Program Diagram

 This proposed design provides a thoughtful and resilient solution that supports both daily experience and long-term care of the site. It 
creates a landscape that strengthens wellness, encourages community, and adapts as needs change. The proposal stays true to the goals of the 
Watermark community and offers a space that brings lasting value and meaningful experiences for residents.

The entrance opens into 
the garden’s most active 
zone, where movement, 
gathering, and daily 
engagement naturally 
unfold. This threshold 
sets the tone for the space, 
inviting residents into a 
lively landscape filled with 
energy and purpose.
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SCALE: 

feet4 8 12

1/4" = 1'-0"

NORTH

Ground Material 
Stone pavers create uneven surfaces throughout the site.
Removing this material can create a safer walking path for 
residents. 

Exisiting Ground Planters
The exisiting planters are low to the ground 
and current planting conditions in the 
planters are poor.  

Existing Planting 
Trees

Grasses & Textural 

Shrubs & Perennials

Vines & Climbers

Herbs & Edibles

Flowering Plants & 

Qty. of diverse species: 17
Native Species: 4

Qty. of diverse species: 10
Native Species: 6

Qty. of diverse species: 3
Native Species: 1

Qty. of diverse species: 17
Native Species: 11

Qty. of diverse species: 3
Native Species: 1

Qty. of diverse species: 19
Native Species: 4

Removal of Exisiting Tree
This tree is currently being held by a wooden 
staking mechinism. Therefore, it cannot stand 
on its own, which isn’t healthy for the tree.

Notes:

Ground cover vegetation in the site is overgrown. Instead of removing 
all of the exisiting groundcover, it is suggested that some vegetation 
are removed so other species can thrive. Adding more native species, 
can improve the quality of life for the groundcover vegetation. 

0 24’16’8’4’ 40’

1” = 8’

ITALIAN CYPRESS
(Cupressus Sempervirens)

HERBS
CHINESE ELM
(Ulmus Parvifolia)

DESERT WILLOW
(Chilopsis Linearis)

TEXAS SAGE
(Leucophyllum Frutescens)

JOJOBA
(Simmondsia Chinensis)

YELLOW TRAILING LANTANA
(Lantana Montevidensis)

BOUGAINVILLEA
(Bougainvillea Glabra)

MEXICAN BIRD OF PARADISE
(Caesalpinia Pulcherrima)

FIRECRACKER PLANT
(Russelia Equisetiformis)

CREOSOTE
(Larrea Tridentata)

Bling 
Clank

Bling 
Bling

TOUCH

AUDITORY
The proposed native vegetation will draw 
birds into the garden, filling the space 
with their song.

The planting palette is crafted to 
invite residents into the garden, 
offering spaces for them to tend 
and grow.

SMELL
Scents woven through the 
planting palette will drift across 
the garden.

SIGHT
Vibrant blooms awaken the sense of 
sight as color and light move through the 
garden with every step.

Chirp 
Chirp

Chirp 
Chirp

TASTE
Fruit trees nurture the sense of 
taste as their harvests become 
ingredients for the meals and 
dishes that bring the retirement 
community together. 

AUDITORY
Windchimes crafted in resident 
classes are tied to the trees and 
bring the sense of sound into 
the garden as gentle tones move 
through the space.

ACTIVATING 
THE FIVE 
SENSES 

ELIZABETH ALLEN, JADEN BARNUM, DANIELLE COVY, & JULIA ESSLINGERLAR 401 FALL 2025 DR. BO YANG

RE-IMAGINED THERAPEUTIC GARDEN



THE WATERMARK GARDEN LOOP 
A PLACE WHERE SENSORY ENCOUNTERS
CREATE MEANINGFUL MOMENTS

HIGH ACTIVITY ZONE 

SMALL GATHERING 
HERB GARDEN

PATHWAY

WATER FEATURE

TREE SCREENING

WATER FEATURE

0’ 6.25’3.125’ 12.5’
N

CROSS - SECTION: NORTH TO SOUTH

CONCEPTUALIZING THE SPACE
SECTION CUTS 

N

0’ 12.5’6.25’ 25’

CROSS - SECTION: EAST TO WEST

S2

S1

Plan Reference

S2

S1

Seating

Small Gathering Zone

The Herb Garden

Small Gathering Zone

Pathway Pathway

WINDCHIME

COMMUNITY

GARDENING

BULLETIN BOARD 

OPPORTUNITIES 

WHEELCHAIR

PLAYGROUND 

WATER FEATURE

RESIDENTS’ 

POLLINATOR

ACCESSIBLE PLANTER 

RUBBER MULCH 

PAINTED ROCKS 

ATTRACTION

 In the reimagined herb 
garden, every feature activates the 
senses and brings the space to life 
for the retirement community. 
Windchimes made in cra� ing 
classes � ll the air with gentle sound 
and the water feature adds a steady 
calming rhythm. � e scent of 
herbs and pollinator plants dri� s 
through the garden and residents 
can feel the textures as they tend 
to the wheelchair-accessible 
planters. Painted rocks create 
bright moments of color and the 
community bulletin board adds 
visual interest and connection. So�  
rubber mulch underfoot completes 
the sensory experience and makes 
the garden welcoming to all. 

Understanding
the Elements That
Shape a Meaningful
Garden Experience:

THE 
HERB 
GARDEN

� is perspective looks out from the theater room window 
in memory care, revealing the quiet outdoor space just 
beyond the glass.

After

Plan Reference

MASTER PLAN

ELIZABETH ALLEN, JADEN BARNUM, DANIELLE COVY, & JULIA ESSLINGERLAR 401 FALL 2025 DR. BO YANG




